" & The Day

S Of Changes






b Not now, child!
Papa’s busy.
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Are you making my
birthday present?
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That’s because

I’'ve lost service...
~ we're almost there!

Really?! No
service at all?

It comes and
goes around here.

Peaceable’s a different ]
kind of town, Lucille.

People are slow to warm
up to new things.




= \ The whole town will | Did you
Cellphones il ‘ /8. be your backyard. £ ever take
aren’t new. | G - . ! Mow here?

I bet you'll make
some friends, too! &

Are they slow to warm
up to new people, too?

Y Once. She liked it!

Woods, hills,
and lots of...

Don’t worry, | think ~—

you’ll like it!

It’s small, but that
makes it safe.




That’s an |
ostrich!

Awesome! I'm sorry, Honey,

but they do raise
them for meat.

- That’s terrible,
I'm never
| eating ostrich!

Especially with W&
barbecue sauce. =

There! | made =~

You're just like
your mother.

Well 'l bel




Mom told me
it wasn’t true.

And you’re
right, she would |
have known!

Hey, bet |
could ride ¥
| an ostrich- ©_~""N

Now get back
to your family!

; How come none of
em have their heads
in the dirt?

That’s a myth, Dad. Are you sure?
| swear | remember
watching a-

Cartoon?




Then it’s a
good thing
we came by!

. Hello, are y’all ¥
havmg trouble? _

It’s the battery.

Well, I've got Not at all!

cables, if you My son can
don’t mind. | help you! R

Can | be of

. assistance, sir?

You sure can!

[ Alright, let’s
| see if it starts!

}vpy to

sir!

Lucille! Come

L say hello to-




Jeffrey. >
Jeffrey Riley.

I'm Lucille.

See? Human friends
can be nice too!

I guess.

-

i

You quess?

h

Back home, we’d have
been lucky if anyone
had stopped to help!

Back home,
we’d have
cell service.

Are you folks
 visiting” Peaceable?

o Actually, we’k; -

L moving here.

Oh, then
welcome!

Jeffrey?

Yes, welcome.

Then we’ll see
y’all around!
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too high, Lucille.

The wmedical bills were

Mom loved ‘
that horse,




Not nearly as much
as she loved you.

See that?

That lion was
Clarence Oliver’s
trademark.

| Uh, who’s
Clarence Oljver? |
A d

|

]

;ifmill "

——

The founder of Peaceable!

T

He had quite a flair
for the dramatic.

i [

What does that mean7

i s

Did you know him?

It means he had
. a way of making
L things... int,,el,esting

How old do you
think | am?

He lived durin
the Gold Rush!

a
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l«)ﬁ/l {oo!(, - | Boy, am | glad | wasn't sure you’d
who it is: to see you! show up after that
> 3 last check bounced.

Oh stop. Don’t even
think about it.

: My my, you’re
L getting so thin!
. B

It might be a while
before | can pay you. |

Come on, you kenow Lucille’s |
like a daughter to me.

| wouldn’t just abandon
you all to this old house.

Though it’s pretty
much the way
| remember it.




Where’s my room?

It’s the one | used to have. Y
Upstairs, facing the street. |




e S N Actually I'm hoping for
;rale..' D’”e' ' | & il sqon, About & Job.

I’'m worried. I'm not
sure | like Peaceable,_

All | ask is that
you give it time.

right, Hon.
Wait and see.

You’re k/da'/ng. that when | was _; L e i ’:-T- ,-. | o

- l\oh
Your father’s G @Q |
Q.

Pl have éou know o
your age, this

) 2
That’s our phone! phone was-

' Folks here may not be used to strangers, )
but you won't be a stranger for long!




She’ll be alright. - Are you lost
It’s a big change. b & For all of us. too, little guy?

Q\




You look like the best of both of
us. And you look like your grandma
] ‘when she was a girl.

I don’t want to make
anyone crazy.

Ha ha! Someday you
might not mind so much.

change, faster than you realize.

She was so beautiful.

| wish | looked like her. .

She was ugly She was
and skinny and 5% stunning. So
her hair was much so that
too red? 4 - 1R she drove
- -« 7L X wmen crazy.

| know you're scared. But th/nﬁs will
rust me,

We'll get through this
together. You and me-

| And Mrs. Dustin.

Only one chapter tonight. Your dad’s
got an interview in the city tomorrow!

“It was late next morning when Oliver
awoke, from a sound, long sleep...”




‘ ) | Well, maybe I’ll .
Plers i aiirginne: ] o == Just walk down _ Walk as much as
It’s govma be late, Sweetie. His the block. 4 (E3 N you like! Walk to
interview got pushed, and with that i ) town, its ZOt far.

storm coming in... well, he might . 33 A But mind you

even have to stay over. stay away from

‘But wejust — . : ' tnat niver. It
got here! ‘ VHE WS ) Jooks way too
M a——— 4. - >3 m deep for you. |
Don’t worry, - :
I’ll make popcorn e — p—m— \ —
tonight, and we can o , === =t = _
watch one of your L D ' T
meerkat shows! ~ e

¥ Go outside! It [ | did make a
won't start raining new friend. _

for hours yet. How

about doing some

exploring? Try to What are you

lvmake a new friend. . w7 : : | | supposed to be? A
- - [ ‘ , pony or somethin’?

Dad and | met a boy named Jeffrey.
He was nicel So was his mom. =
sl T e . 5 You know her?
s . We met yesterday.
v,  Remember?

Be nice,
L Jeffrey. J




Of course Zou :
er.

remember

Maybe? This is the girl you
and Mom helped. The one
with the broken down car.

¥ She and her
dad moved into

the abandoned

_ Baxter home.

" Are we going to
L keep playing? &

Why did you do
that? You made

Loéks. l/ke/t’s A
_ trash day. |

Let’s go inside...




Thanks for Well, what am Yeah you're
the kiss, | supposed to r/ght Too
Shaggy call you? Toto? obvious.

: Me too! Well, I'm
Wait! Are P o half—orphan
L you an | )|
A orphan? | & “
, i ' how
, aboug Oliver?
Oliver the
. orphan!

What are you doing
way out here?

‘ lf you had a ta
! would Just call 7g/ou
. that name bu ,

you don’t and-

N | .black dog 1
h ! :’[g:e of Oak Treg._"';:

Oliver...

Want to play?

Wait, what’s that?
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It’s stuck...
& ) F ﬁ(

-
)

Come on,
slow poke!

'. "
It’s cause I've "~
got to carry &
the picnic.

I’m Nora. Nora
Edwards. And this is
my brother Nathan.

That’s weird.
The needle’s
on the inside.

Vou're Lucille
Baxter, right?

bdhg does evergone dlféddg
S e B

349 3s



rwe don’t get

many new kids
. in Peaceable.

) a I
We're going
' swimming in the

river. Do you want
to come?

Well... |- don’t
have my swimsuit.

Who needs
a swimsuit? |

You can at
least join us for
lunch. We've

got churros!

These are way better
4y than the ones we used
. to get at the fair.

Mowm and | make
them from scratch. |
could teach you how!

36

| e’s a little uncivilized.

[ He's a little uncivilized
But Mom asked me to let him
out of his cage so he could
get some exercise.

How do you I
. |ike Peaceable

v,

Better than | liked
it a couple hours ago.
so far? Some of zghe kids |
: met aren't as nice
as you quys.

Let me guess... you
- met the Rileys.

Well, | met Mrs. Riley b
and Jeffrey yesterday.

| And they seemed really
R nice then-

Oh, Jeffrey’s always nice
in front of grown-ups.
Then get him by himself,

and he’s a real jerk.

Nate, that’s not a very
good choice of words.

There was a girl with him.
She had long black hair, and
really light blue eyes-

Yep. That’s = (B
Isobel. |

reeg looking, isn't
she? We call her
The Creature!

37

Except he is. But
he’s not as bad as
his twin sister.

| Se was

You can say
pretty mean.

that again.




That, and they're descended ‘
from the wman who founded the
town. He was from Europe.

You mean
Clarence Oliver?

But the Rileys
are important. B

They think theg’ré |
important, that is!

It’s their mom’s
side of the family,
. that’s the Olivers.

They're his
great-great-wait
a minute...

«great grandchildren, ‘
| think. 4 But their last

" name is Riley.

Nate, ‘witch’
isn’t a very good
choice of words.

Vou don'’t really believe =%
you? o

B in that stuff, do

~ Not demons andm
vampires. No, of — iy
. ) p It's just
: coursent‘ J that there’s
kind of a story
that comes with
Peaceable. And
the Oliver-well,

Riley family.
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They disappear.

That’s not
exactly true.

- Here one day,
gone the next!

L~ She’s right,
~ women disappear.

It all goes back
to Clarence... |



. ] > A ..He learned that K o 3 2
Skip this part. It's boring! Rose had been pushed 3 But why:

into marrying his older _ P
You can’t skip it! It’s brother instead. Even His brother inherited the
what makes the story so though she really

el i family estate. That's how
<ad.. and roveasi. A loved Clarence. » things were then, th{e
oldest boy got everzthmg.
Anyway, it broke
Clarence’s heart.

‘ ‘ You mean here?
He was in love with a ‘ o -
woman called Rose. Jaa |« ‘

Right! He had
more money than
anyone else...

So he never went back home.
e ‘ . /T ! He just stayed where he was.

\ Anyway... back then ., - A
. Clarence was just a '8 4 S0 he SZ’//QO' 50 b
oor artist, too poor | [ ] a0 a Joade Mis
a e B see - way to California to
J B B e 1 seelc his fortune...

During the gold rush! My W Ves. But after he
dad told me about it. He made C 2

started back across
lots of money, right? the country...

He didn’t paint anymore, but he
started making jewelry. He became
really famous for it. Especially for
his necklaces and pins. So, things
\ this town. | were normal for a few years-

B T

.50, over %
time he built




he met Mad Matilda.

She wasn’t angry mad, she
was craaazy mad! She
killed her first husband.

Or was it her first two..?

But why would he want to
| be with someone like that?

Magbe he a’/dn t believe
the stories. | don’t know. They
say she was really beautiful.
| She had light blue eyes
oin ana’ ark ha/r—
L/ke Isobel and
Mrs. Riley.

o

n‘ . :
g
1

¥

Al

What was she ;
mad about?

sl st
1V s

L) 74

Actually, people thoughtu L

she poisoned her first
husband, then ran away
to Peaceable and wmarried
Clarence for his money.

" She was the most exotic
person anyone around here |
had ever seen.

“";'ell her about Ruby’

/ am’ So C/arence
and Matilda had a

a’augloter Rubg

Bé/t that’s so mean.
She couldn’t help
how she lookea"

“ Exactl But Rubébwasnt o
'  beautiful l/ke her mother, and people

were actually afvaid of her.

It wasn't how she looked, it
was what she did. People said she
had power over animals, and that

she could even become one.

Okay. That’s crazg.’

~ Of course
o)
it's crazy.

Anyway, one day,
Ruby igs born, 4 w

But Ruby really could-
Nathan! Let’s stick
to the facts okay? -

You don’t know all the facts
You weren’t alive then!

a few years after
was born, a woman showed up
in town look/ng for Clarence

You're r/ght’ It was Rose. -
Her husband had died, and she haa’
come to the place where she’d last
heard from Clarence. She found out
where he lived, and they
met that nlght—



Well, anyway, when Matilda °
heard that Clarence had seen
Rose, she lost it. Like totally
wacko. Supposedly, she even
burned down their house!

Wow. That’s mad.

No one lmows.
But after she did,
Clarence started acting
really strange. He didn’t
care about anyone
anymore, not even Ruby.
He just worked on his
Jewelry. He had a forture
in precious stones, and
gold and silver.. 4

Ruby grew up, eventually %

got married, and had a
daughter of her own,
named Shannon.

What happened
~to Rose?

You medn
she left?

But the pieces
he made got weirder
and weirder! And then
suddenly, he vanished!
And it was after that
the women started
disappearing, too!
Starting with
Matilda.

I And when Shanmon 3
was a teenager, Ruby 3

went out for a walk

L one night, and never

came back.

What about
_ Shannon? _

Same thing. She %
qrew up, married,
had a daughter-

Beatrice. T\ o

Beatrice’s daughter-

 No way!
SR .

Yes, Beatrice! And
one summer, Shannon
went on vacation with

her husband. He

came back, but she
| never did!

Not yet. But that’s

what we’re trf//‘yy to tell
a

you. Beatrice’s

ughter

is Mrs. Riley.

4 A

No one ever found

i

0 dag{

~ now, poof

If they could find all

Clarence’s gold that missing treasure,

and jewels. He hid
them somewhere.
are. Like, billionaires

or something.

It’s so weird, all this talk
about jewelry. | just found
this in the field over there,

the Rileys would be a lot
richer than they already

And Beatrice?

Disappeared just a

- few years ago. Near .3

here, in fact.

I've heard that
real gold is heavy!

Oh. Well, then it’s
 definitely fake.




Lucille! What are
you talking about? This
thing weighs a ton!

Weird. Maybe
this really is one
of Clarence’s
lost pieces...

Thank you very :

g0 e I'm rich, I'm rich!
much, Lucille!

| found it in a ditch!

What are you going ~ Show it to m dad,
to do with it? v

when he gets home. | |

46

~ I'm going back in.
You coming?

How about it
Lucille, do you
want to swim?

In my clothes? o

We always do. =Y

Pl :
T Al

N s it really safe?

Sure! We swim
here all the time.

I

Oh. So you're
pretty good
~at it?

But always have
your swim buddy.

the other side!

Race you to

Something’s
down there!

47



Probably a catfish.

| already won, that’s
 They’re everywhere.

Hey! N
: ( What happened what happened to me!

to you?

That’s not a very nice
choice of words, slowpoke!

Where’s Lucille? Did N

"
ille!
ohe g0 home? Lucille! Are you. guys

playing a joke?

.“ Because if you are,
o)
___it’s not funny!

_——

What do you mean?
She’s right here.

She was just standi

Cross your With worms in my ears and flies
next to me, | swea

heart and in my eyes! | swear!
hope to die :

i,

48

But you're not supposed
to pe out here alone-

Nate, | have to keep looking!

4o get'Suey Lucille’s down there somewhere!

Simpson! Hurry!

Where’s the
fire, Nathan?




\

New girl...Lucille...
disappeared...in the river!

Easy there
Natey. Catch

L, Your breath!

i <
T 4

I'm as close !
) 1
as she's got |

to one.

No, listen! She’s
gone! We were all
swimming, and then

she went down- 4

Get to the tower!
Ring the bell!

I'm sorry. |
have to go.

Calm down and
listen up! The new
little girl in town is

lost by the river.

Yes, Mrs. Garrison? We don’t know
yet. Sheriff Simpson
By the river and Percy are down
there right now. Hank
and lIsidro are already
in the water.

What if we | Let’s stay positive, Folks!
find her body? She doesn’t know her way
‘ around, and probably

Just got lost.

Now the rest of us?
We're the land
team. So find a
partner! We dont
want any more
missing people.

Just keep an eye
on the weather, all
right? Let’s go!
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